
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Content Planning Checklist 
 
Systems can save you a lot of time and frustration. When you locate a 

process or step-by-step set of instructions that has worked in the past 
for achieving a specified set of results, and you are trying to 

accomplish a similar goal, plugging that system into place can lead to 
faster success. The following tips and best practices are used by the 

most successful bloggers and online entrepreneurs, and include a 5-
step process for planning, creating and delivering great content. 
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☐ A few of the benefits of a smart content planning strategy include 

better conversion rates, more social media followers, free targeted 

web traffic and richer relationships with your prospects. 

 

☐ Knowing everything about your market is crucial to a successful 

content strategy. 

 

☐ Your editorial calendar should include how many blog posts you will 

publish each week or month, as well as exactly when those blog posts 

will go out. 

 

☐ Wordpress Editorial Calendar and CoSchedule are two excellent 

content calendars that help you plan, schedule and deliver great 

content. 

 

☐ Old blog posts that have performed well for you in the past can 

provide good information about topics and keywords that may work 

well in the future. 

 

☐ Google Analytics is a simple and free way to monitor your results. 

This helps you discover what is and is not working for you, so you can 

focus your efforts accordingly. 

 

☐ What are the biggest problems that weigh on the minds of your 

target audience? These are the things you need to be creating content 

about. 

 

☐ SEMRush, Google Keyword Planner and The Moz Keyword Explorer 

are proven keyword research tools that uncover the keywords and 

phrases your audience is looking for. 

 

☐ The deeper you dig down when selecting a market, the better 

chance you have at success. It is easier to reach your business goals 

with a blog that targets "Internet marketing for retired widows" than it 

is to focus on the broader "Internet marketing" field. 
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☐ When you don't have a plan for consistent content generation and 

delivery, you don't have dependable traffic or sales. 

 

☐ A simple but powerful 5-step content strategy is as follows: 

 

1 – Get crystal clear on exactly who you are creating content for. 
2 – Clearly understand the purpose of a piece of content before 

you create it. 
3 – Schedule your content with a content calendar or editorial 

calendar. 
4 – Create your content. 

5 – Crunch the numbers, study your analytics, and tweak your 
calendar and content strategy accordingly. 

 
 


